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I am 29 years old and moved to Ireland from France in 
March 2008 with my wife who found a job as a Researcher. 
My own background is in scientific research. It was a big 
change moving to Ireland though it gave me the 
opportunity to spend more time on my painting which 
I have been doing for 10 years. 

As I don’t have any artistic qualifications or much 
knowledge of the art sector, it is difficult to pursue a 
career as an artist. I am self taught and am passionate 
about painting. My artistic background is based on 
impressionism. I like to concentrate on original landscape 
paintings. I have previously painted landscapes of 
Clontarf and Bull Island. These are currently in a permanent 
exhibition in The Sheds Pub, Clontarf. I am trying to affirm 
my own style by using my imagination to paint contrasts 
and colourful paintings. I always paint in a public arena as 
I believe this inspires the exchange between the painter 
and members of the audience.

I have also built and designed my own website 
www.pagazine.com which allows me to communicate with 
my family and friends. In addition to this, I write a bi-lingual 
weekly update about artists and their paintings which 
may be seen on my website. 

About ‘Jungle LUAS’

‘Jungle LUAS’ was painted in front of the Coolock Art 
Group during my October exhibition at Coolock library. 
This painting portrays my view of the Dublin traffic. I initially 
thought of ‘urban jungle’ and how the new animal ‘Luas’ 
would affect the transport in Dublin. 

From my artistic perspective, Luas is a very strange beast, 
with feet in both directions and many eyes staring at the 
other wild animals in the jungle. Two kinds of Luas may be 
found; the red and the green, always walking on their 
own footpaths. Luas needs to be careful with other 
animals as some are slow, fast, alone, aggressive and in 
primal horde. So, Luas, welcome to the Jungle.
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I work as a graphic designer for 
Event Ireland. Event is an exhibition 
and museum design company. 
I worked in their London office 
(Event Communications) for 3 
years and then moved to the 
Irish office two years ago. I also 
do my own freelance graphic 
design work.
Contact: eosgraphicdesign@gmail.com

My idea behind the work was 
basically to make the Luas map 
come alive. Making the map 
form into icons of Dublin landmarks 
and experiences that can be 
accessed by the Luas. I also used 
‘eco’ icons to show that the Luas 
is a clean and environmentally 
friendly way to travel.

When I started to work on this 
brief, it was so wide open that 
I decided just to have fun. As 
I work on a computer all day I 
thought it would be great to 
create a poster the old fashioned 
way using pen and paint and 
what better topic than simply, ‘A 
few of my favourite things’.

The artist had been working for 
some time on the traditional 
mandala, particularly, the idea 
of a rigid, concentric structure 
being used to represent spiritual 
ideas. The subject piece was a 
variation on this theme where 
the artist simply drew whatever 
he felt like drawing at any given 
time in a concentric pattern. 
Each additional section was 
drawn using the previous image 
as a starting point to produce 
one continuous thread of con-
nected but un-related images. 
While the images were not nec-
essarily related in terms of form 
or content, the eye is drawn on 
continually to produce a single, 
visually coherent piece where 
the overall image or parts thereof 
may be attributed meaning by 
the viewer.

I am a third year student in DIT, 
studying Visual Communications. 
It is my first time to enter the Luas 
art competition.

The inspiration for my entry came 
when sitting on the Luas; I noticed 
the diversity of people who use it 
daily; I decided to illustrate these 
different kinds of people, hence 
coming up with the Luas Types. 

I have previously designed the 
DIT Student Handbook 2008/09.
 

The story behind this work tries 
to approach the current and 
global situation of immigration. 
This phenomenon of people 
movements is a consequence 
of globalisation, but is also a 
consequence of the huge 
inequality between rich and 
poor countries. 

I wanted to show the human 
view of this phenomenon: people 
coming to the Spanish coasts 
exhausted and undernourished, 
and they risk everything hoping 
to find in Europe an economical  
solution for them and their 
families.

From an early age, illustrations, 
posters and particularly comics 
had a strong influence on me. 
I had to come to Ireland to be 
re-acquainted wi th  and 
encouraged to live my prime 
desire as a professional Illustrator.

‘Riding on the Luas’ – Souvenir 
of my youth… Luas wasn’t part 
of my life… However the cover 
is an amusing glimpse of a kid’s 
ingenuity in getting inspiration 
from their heart and building 
something serious which will 
change the world… not without 
hardiness though.

Spiritual Art

The artwork of Ed Parkinson has 
the ability to capture deep and 
spiritual concepts and put them 
into an image we can connect 
with. “A picture is worth a 
thousand words” is definitely 
true for Ed’s work. Through his 
visions w e  c a n  g r a s p  a 
b e t t e r  u n d e r standing of our 
deepest thoughts as we can 
see what we’ve been thinking or 
discussing.

I am a twenty-one year old student 
in my final year of a BDes course 
in Visual Communication at the 
National College of Art and Design. 
The main focus of my work has 
always been illustration, and I plan 
to develop my skills in this area 
next year when I hope to pursue 
a Masters in Illustration and 
Animation which will hopefully 
lead to a career as a freelance 
illustrator. My entry is based on 
the idea of Luas as an ever growing 
and developing service.

Patrick Dunwoody 
Mark Lee
Declan Slattery
Darragh McFarlane
Frank Farnham
Michael O’Byrne
Paul O’Rourke  
In the past on trams and trains 
the conductor might blow his 
whistle and shout, “All Aboard”. 
In these modern times, ‘All 
Aboard’ takes on a new meaning 
as the LUAS grows and adapts 
to meet the needs of a growing 
diverse population inclusive of 
old, young, people of different 
ethnic backgrounds, abilities 
and needs. The LUAS now with 
a holistic mission of Inclusion / 
All Aboard.

Iggy McGovern is a poet and 
physicist. A first collection The 
King of Suburbia (Dedalus 2005) 
won the inaugural Glen Dimplex 
New Writers Award for Poetry.  

The poem is inspired by the 
shape of the bridge. The tower 
looks like a giant clothes peg 
and the struts like shoelaces, 
hence Gulliver’s Brobdingnag. 
Other images include wheel 
spokes and harp strings.

My painting is the first sight of the Luas on exiting 
Heuston Station which is the introduction to the city 
for all travellers from South and West of Ireland.
 
I am self taught but have attended a variety of art 
workshops with well-known National artists. I have had 
solo exhibitions in Killarney and Adare and have taken 
part in a number of group exhibitions. Some of my work 
is on permanent exhibition in the National Children’s 
Hospital.

My work is on view in the Irish Art Man Gallery in Dingle 
and on the Irish-Art.com website.
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I am Dublin based Textile Artist/Designer and a graduate 
of The National College of Art and Design with a B.A 
specialising in Printed Textile Design. 

Space, simplicity and light are qualities that most excite 
me when I am designing. I love to create an ethereal 
feeling within my work and also consider compositions 
that create an overall contemporary and minimal sense. I 
have completed 3 solo art exhibitions to date and currently 
have a fashion piece on permanent display in Milan.

Roisin O’Doherty
‘Luas Flash’


